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improvement there may be in the womb of time, and
how far they may conflict with the popular prejudice
which hereafter will be omnipotent. There is in fact
just enough evidence to show that even now there is
a marked antagonism between democratic opinion and
scientific truth as applied to human societies. The
central seat in all Political Economy was from the
first occupied by the theory of Population. This
theory has now been generalised by Mr. Darwin and
his followers, and, stated as the principle of the sur-
vival of the fittest, it has become the central truth of
all biological science. Yet it is evidently disliked by
the multitude, and thrust into the background by
those whom the multitude permits to lead it. It has
long been intensely unpopular in France and the
continent of Europe ; and, among ourselves, proposals
for recognising it through the relief of distress by
emigration are visibly being supplanted by schemes
founded on the assumption that, through legislative
experiments on society, a given space of land may
always be made to support in comfort the population
which from historical causes has come to be settled
on it.

It is perhaps hoped that this opposition between
democracy and science, which certainly does not
promise much for the longevity of popular govern-
ment, may be neutralised by the ascendency of in-
structed leaders. Possibly the proposition would not